A Journey Through Albania: And Other Provinces of Turkey in Europe and
Asia, to Constantinople,
During the Years 1809 and 1810, Touog 1

John Cam Hobhouse Baron Broughton

Page 288

https://archive.org/stream/ajourneythroughOl1brougoog#page/n29
1/mode/2up/search/Arabim

Below the Erecthéum there is a battery, where there are two
cannons, which are used by the Turks to announce the Bairam,
or any extraordinary intelligence from the Porte. This battery
immediately overlooks the town, presenting a better view of it
than any other quarter of the Acropolis; and I have seen several
Turkish ladies, on a fine day, walking on this side of the ramparts,
and leaning over the battlements, to enjoy the amusing murmur
that rises from the city below.

The part of the citadel where the modern fortifications are most
entire, is to the east, a few paces below the posterior front of the
Parthenon, where they were refitted about fifty years ago. Look-
ing out through one of the embrasures, you there find yourself

“ You English are carrying off the works of the Grecks our forefathers—pre-
serve them well—we Greeks will come and re-demand them.

A curious notion prevailing amongst the common Athenians, with respect
to the ancient statues, is, that they are real bodies, mutilated and enchanted
into their present slate of petrifaction by magicians, who will have power over
them as long as the Turks are masters of Greece, when they will be (rans.
formed into their former bodies.  The spirit within them is called an Arabim,
and is not unfrequently heard (o moan and bewail its condition. Some Greeks,
in our time, conveying a chest from Athens to Pirzus, containing part of the
Elgin marbles, threw it down, and could not for some time be prevailed upon
to flouch it, again affirming, they heard the Arabim crying out, and groaning
for his fellow-spirits detained in bondage in the Acropolis. The Athenians
suppose that the condition of these enchanted marbles will be bettered by a

vsemoval from the country of the tyrant Turks.
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Athenians told stories about the removal of sculptures from their city for decades
after Lusieri had left (& Hamilakis 2007: 69-70). John Cam Hobhouse, who visited
Athens with Lord Byron in 1810, recorded “a curious notion prevailing among the
common Athenians, with respect to the ancient statues”; namely, “that they are real
bodies, mutilated and enchanted into their present state of petrifaction by
magicians, who will have power over them as long as the Turks are masters of
Greece, when they will be transformed into their former bodies. The spirit within
them is called an Arabim [for the term see & Hasluck 1929: 731-735], and is not
infrequently heard to moan and bewail its condition. Some Greeks, in our time,
conveying a chest from Athens to Piraeus, containing parts of the Elgin marbles,
threw it down, and could not for some time be prevailed upon to touch it, again
affirming, they heard the Arabim crying out, and groaning for his fellow-spirits
detained in bondage in the Acropolis” (& Hobhouse 1817: 1.288). A related story was
told to another English writer by “an illiterate servant of the Disdar of Athens”
regarding the transport of one of the caryatid sculptures of the Erechtheion to the
lower town, where she was held awaiting shipment to England. “When the other girls
had lost their sister, they manifested their affliction by filling the air at the close of
the evening with the most mournful sighs and lamentations.... The ravished sister

was not deaf to their voice, but astonished the lower town, where she was placed, by



